
ISSUE 1:  IMPLEMENTATION OF 
APOSTILLE BY DFA 



PUBLIC ADVISORY: APOSTILLE CONVENTION ON AUTHENTICATION OF DOCUMENTS TAKES 

EFFECT IN PH ON 14 MAY 2019 

 

Public Advisory: Apostille Convention on Authentication of Documents Takes Effect in PH on 14 

May 2019 

 

07 May 2019 — The Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA)—Office of Consular Affairs wishes to inform 

the public that it will no longer issue Authentication Certificates from 14 May 2019. Instead, the DFA will 

affix an Apostille to documents for use abroad as proof of authentication for use in Apostille-contracting 

parties. 

 

After authentication by the DFA, there is no more need for authentication (legalization) by the concerned 

Foreign Embassies or Consulates General if the country or territory of destination of the authenticated 

document is already a member of the Apostille Convention. 

 

Public documents executed in Apostille-contracting countries and territories (except for Austria, Finland, 

Germany and Greece) to be used in the Philippines no longer have to be authenticated by the Philippine 

Embassy or Consulate General once Apostillized. 

 

However, in countries and territories which are not Apostille-contracting parties, the previous 

process of authentication applies.  Documents still have to be authenticated by the Philippine 

Embassy or Consulate General before they can be used in the Philippines.  Also, there is still a 

need for authentication (legalization) by the concerned Foreign Embassies or Consulates 

General if the country of destination of the authenticated document is not yet a member of the 

Apostille Convention. 

 

Authentication fees will remain at PhP100 (regular processing) and PhP200 (expedited processing) per 

document.  

UAE-not signatory  



PH-Government issued documents to be used in the UAE (UAE is not signatory to the Hague Apostille Convention) 

*Diagram on procedure for Legalization/Apostille lifted from the Apostille Handbook on the 

Practical Operation of the Apostille Convention  by the Hague Conference on Private 

International Law 

Example:  

marriage 

certificate issued 

by PSA 

Example:  PSA-

issued marriage 

certificate is 

apostillized  by 

the DFA 

Example:  PSA-issued 

marriage certificate  and 

apostillized  by the DFA is 

authenticated by the 

UAE Embassy in Manila 

Example:  PSA-issued 

marriage certificate 

apostillized  by the DFA 

and authenticated by the 

UAE Embassy in Manila is 

attested by Dubai PCG  

On 14 May 2019, DFA started issuing Apostille Certificates instead of 

Authentication Certificates (with red ribbon) for authenticated documents 

to be used overseas.   
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PH-Government issued documents to be used in countries which are signatory to the 
Hague Convention 

*Diagram on procedure for Legalization/Apostille lifted from the Apostille Handbook on 

the Practical Operation of the Apostille Convention  by the Hague Conference on Private 

International Law 

Example:  

marriage 

certificate issued 

by PSA Example:  PSA-

issued marriage 

certificate is 

apostillized  by 

the DFA 

On 14 May 2019, DFA started issuing Apostille Certificates instead of 

Authentication Certificates (with red ribbon) for authenticated documents 

to be used overseas.   
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UAE-issued document to be used in the PH 

*Diagram on procedure for Legalization/Apostille lifted from the Apostille Handbook on the 

Practical Operation of the Apostille Convention  by the Hague Conference on Private 

International Law 

Example:  school 

records issued 

by UAE-based 

school  

Example:  school 

records issued by 

UAE-based school, 

certified by KHDA, 

and authenticated 

by UAE MOFA 

Example:  school records 

issued by UAE-based 

school, certified by KHDA, 

and authenticated by UAE 

MOFA is attested by 

Dubai PCG  

Example:  school 

records issued 

by UAE-based 

school  certified 

by KHDA 



ISSUE 2:  NEW LOOK IN LEGAL 
DOCUMENTS 

NOTARIZED/AUTHENTICATED BY FOREIGN 
SERVICE POSTS LIKE  

DUBAI PCG 





Legal Documents Notarized/Authenticated by Dubai PCG 

NEW LOOK, SAME EFFECT 
To acknowledge signature of principal 

and  certify that the legal document was 

signed in front of a consular officer. 

Old look New look 


